Developing national treatment policy for falciparum malaria in Africa: Malawi experience.
The emergence and spread across sub-Saharan Africa of Plasmodium falciparum resistant to the inexpensive antimalarials chloroquine and sulfadoxine-pyrimethamine has worsened the health and hampered the socio-economic development of affected countries, a situation that calls for urgent review of malaria treatment policies in these countries. The Roll Back Malaria (RBM) initiative promotes strong partnerships for implementing effective malaria control measures. The development of clear policies to guide such implementation at country level offers a way of assessing the achievement of set milestones in this collaborative venture. In this article we describe the policy development process for the treatment of falciparum malaria in Africa, based on experience in Malawi, where the first-line drug treatment was recently changed from sulfadoxine-pyrimethamine to an artemisinin combination therapy.